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Effects of Banning Stem Cell Research

Stem cell research can be a very valuable instrument in improving current treatments and developing cures for various incurable diseases. In fact, by banning stem cell research we may be hampering human advancement as a whole. However, research of stem cells also raises many ethical and moral questions as well, causing overwhelming controversy on the topic. Banning stem cell research would undeniably eliminate most of these controversies, but is eliminating the cause of the controversy truly beneficial to mankind? Without stem cell research, our current development of modern medical techniques for the twenty-first century will be severely hindered.

There are numerous advantages to continuing and improving current stem cell research. This field of study holds great promise to people who suffer from incurable, debilitating diseases (O’Mathuna). Stem cells could prove to be very useful for transplantation into disease victims, who suffer from incurable ailments such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Huntington’s, and multiple sclerosis; these disorders ravage their victims and greatly reduce their quality of life. Currently there are no known cures for such diseases, and current treatments are limited in retarding the onset of such chronic illnesses, and are not very effective in allowing patients to lead a more normal life. However current research shows great promise in developing effective treatments and even cures for such ailments, through the use of human embryonic stem cells (Garry 117). Furthermore, stem cell research can be used to improve current treatments for many chronic, serious conditions such as heart disease, emphysema, diabetes, and cancer (Merritt 81-82). Stem cell research is also a potentially valuable instrument in the prevention and correction of various genetic defects. Studies have shown that transplanting stem cells from aborted fetuses into living, prenatal fetuses with serious genetic disorders can very likely correct such disorders (Goldberg 130). Through the use of stem cells, birth defects can someday become obsolete. In addition, the continuation of stem cell research can be very beneficial to the improvement of the current organ transplant system. Organs developed through the use of stem cells would be more widely available and less susceptible to rejection by the recipient’s immune system, than traditional organ transplantation (Garry 117). As well as making organ transplantation safer, this would also greatly decrease the number of people who die each year while waiting for a donor organ. Therefore, by continuing and advancing current research in the fields of human and animal embryonic stem cells, scientists may all-together eliminate current medical obstacles, such as incurable diseases, genetic and birth defects, and the organ transplant recipient list.

In addition to eliminating medical barriers, continuing stem cell research would greatly assist in man’s study of science. Research in the application of human and animal embryonic tissue can lead to a better understanding of human and animal DNA and greatly advance scientific research in the Human Genome Mapping project. Which is a venture in which groups of scientists map out various genes and their functions within human DNA. The potential benefits of such an endeavor include someday giving scientists the ability to eliminate genetic defects. Stem cell research can also help in the study of gene-splicing, a process in which scientists chemically remove genes from the DNA of one organism, join it with the DNA of another organism, and insert the new DNA into a carrier cell, scientists then clone the cell to make endless copies of the manufactured gene’s protein. This process is used to manufacture genetically redesigned medications (Merritt 82). The benefit of such genetically redesigned medications is the potential elimination of all side effects, because the medicine is designed only to treat a single patient with a unique set of genes. Therefore, continuing stem cell research would directly benefit many areas of research throughout the world of science.

While continuing stem cell research has many advantages to the advancement of medicine and science; banning its research would eliminate most of the ethical controversies on the subject. Many parties oppose stem cell research because of such ethical and moral issues behind it. It is in the opinion of numerous parties that “an embryo seems to represent some kind of life, with a different potential than either the sperm or egg from which it began only a few minutes before” (Kahn). In their eyes, stem cell research means the destruction of that life. While scientists and opposing parties of stem cell research continually debate about whether an embryo should be considered a living human being this early in its development; it is clear that banning stem cell research would eliminate most of these controversies. However, try telling a person whose body is severely ravaged with Parkinson’s or multiple sclerosis; or a person who is quadriplegic because of a spinal injury that we cannot treat or cure him because of the moral controversies behind the potential treatment. Therefore, it is obvious that the overwhelming benefits of continuing stem cell research greatly outweigh any moral or ethical misgivings.

The banning of stem cell research would resolve many ethical and moral tensions. However, there are many advantages to continuing stem cell research. So, should research in a field which may greatly benefit medicine and science, be abolished because of its controversial nature? I hope not! In fact, if throughout human history, scientists and researchers abandoned their work because of its moral or ethical controversies, we could still be living in the Stone Age.
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